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T The Director of Central Intelligence

Washington, D.C. 20505

{L“

gt W

25 May 1983 »g;////

The Honorable Wyche Fowler, Jr.
Permanent Select Committee

on Intelligence
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Fowler:

The New York Times of 18 May 1983 published what purports to be a
quotation of a statement by a member of the House Intelligence Committee
that, "the CIA lies to us anyway." While I have less than complete confidence
in the accuracy of press reporting, that comment has offended our entire
organization and impugns the integrity of our fine employees. In obligation
to them I feel that I must pursue its accuracy.

The possibility that any Committee member harbors the thought that CIA
lies to the Committee is so appalling that I feel obliged to determine if any
member of the Committee actually feels that way and, if so, to seek the
particulars. The confidence between the Agency and the Committee essential
to make the oversight process work requires that any such impression be
addressed. I therefore ask you to let me know whether you have made or heard
anybody make such a statement or know of any member of the Committee who would
be under that impression.
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| I;;r:i’éellig:eﬁ'c‘é' Units in Congress
. “AtOdds on Covert Latin Aid,

- "ByMARTINTOLCHIN .~
Special to The New York .

r the intelligence
! Senate committee mem-*
V- R .bers.onthemherl_:and,mcﬂﬁqalzotf
TheHouse Select Committee on Intel.” [i® House committée’s proposed ban oo
gﬁel.nd to Nicaragua, while ﬂ%’ﬁ‘.’& gz:ym":;{:gm committee ac-’
ect Committee Intelligence precipi AR L e
Wammmgmmﬁ Senataecommmeenfmbuspoinim
2, ut I3 Tight to approve ’thatt:; 'mahe‘vmo?o 5,'::!:
specific covert operations beginning a : ”m ‘and
Oct.l. - Co o) . ;y::inmthlnhe cormittee nrrt jtself
Representative Edward P. Boland, | »fﬂliﬂ&togainaqommnsthat;n-,
chairman" of the House comuittee, | ST2ded Republicans. - o
strongly opposes the Senate commit- | ¥*They*d like to get themselves-out of
tee’s plan as an inappropriate intrusion i

the predicament they found themselves
of Congress into the President’s prerog- | in;” said Senator Barry Goldwater, Re-
atives, . : : - chairman

' ‘| while, over the prospects of bipartisan
‘jaction on the House intelligence com-

| mittee is expected to vote on the meas-

| can, doubted the possibility of a biparti-

“It's a guasﬁon of how you exercise
oversight,”” said Senator Patrick J.
Leahy, Democrat of Vermont, a -com-.
~House Republicans Are Spiit,
Republicans on the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee were divided, mean-

mittee bill. The Foreign Aftairs Com-

ure Wednesday. -
Mr. Hyde, a conservative Republi-

'san compromise. “They-haven't left us’
any room,” he' said. *It has become a
issuve.” . - L :

1 But Representative Jim :Leach, 'a’

moderate Republican of Iowa and a for-;

jmer Foreign Service officer who often/

votes with the committee’s Democrats;

: “My - is that it the
said, “‘My -guess only

' measure can come out, Re-
publicans will be forced to vote for it.”
Democrats on the House F At

' fa;!rs committee decided tonight to bar

the public from the-debate Wednesday
on the ground that floor consideration of |
the measure wonldalsobeclosed. = |

publican of - 1 of the

tsh:tateinteunig:ncecommittee.“‘lmzn:
. _party-line- vote pretty near-

stroyed the effectiveness of the House

-+ “] am ‘concerned about a ope-House
committee veto,” the Massachusetts
Democrat said in an interview.
" - Roleof Executive Branch
Specifically, Mr. Boland and others . :
on the House committee bave told Sen--  Some .House committee Democrats
ate Democrats that it was the executive wanted to reduce _ drastically, if .not
branch’s role to mumm and conduct eliminate, all .
covert operations. do-not want covert operations, which. total $50 mil-
Congress to be the President’s partner - lion, and can be used by the Administra-
iri such actions. . . tion without Congress’s approval. The
-proposal lacked support, however, and
arvee, - was abandoned before being put to.a
+ The Senate intelligence committee,
whose plan was approved with biparti-
sah support, believes that its oversight
role demands more than simply being
informed of covert activities, as is re-
-1 . quired under present law. , .
" " The committee has asked the Admin-
‘istration to present a new plan with its
-objectives and strategies Sept. 30,
' -Mr. Goldwater noted that the Ad-
istration -had changed both objec-
.| ‘tives and strategies since the covert aid

cammittee re-
public on Monday, accused

port, made
the . A¢ tion of ‘misleading and

P

began in1981,-

vidlate existing treaties with nations 3.
which the operations occur. Those trea-
ties,theynote, are the lawof the land.
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